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An Inprovement In The Park

The Rydal Village Association held two successful working bees in
March. Hedges were trimmed, paths were cleaned up and trees were
pruned (a vast improvement on Endeavour Energy's efforts....).
Attendance was great and Col Hunter's old B250 put in a sterling effort
with the chipper. Special thanks to Hollie and Richard at the Rydal Pub
who provided a brilliant lunch for the crew on both weekends. Those

sliders were the best!
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Rydal Young Woman Ambassador 2026

Rydal held another successful Young Woman Ambassador Competition
on Show day on 7th February. We were fortunate to have three very
good entrants in Eliza Cook, Gabrielle Dray and Ella Livingstone.

Our 2026 judges were Kate Lorimer-Ward, CEO of Local Land Services,
along with Hamish and Christine Thompson, who are long time local
business owner-operators from Bathurst.

Ella Livingstone was chosen as our 2026 winner. Ella is currently in the
third year of a four year Bachelor's Degree of Medical Radiation Science
in Diagnostic Radiography at Charles Sturt University, Wagga Wagga.

Congratulations Ella on your well-deserved win.

Ella will next represent Rydal at our ANZAC Day Service on Satuday 25th
April when she gives the annual address.

Thank you very much to our three entrants and in particular the
numerous Rydal Show volunteers who contributed to making the 2026
Rydal Young Woman Ambassador Competition another wonderful
event.

Margie Lowe

2026 Rydal Young Woman
Ambassador Ella  Livingstone
being presented with her sash by
the 2025 Ambassador Jaime
Balzke.
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The Rydal News

The Rydal News is published bi-monthly, six issues per year. Although still
produced by the RVA, the Rydal News is for everyone. We hope to include
as much local news as we possibly can, and to include all the local
associationsandsocieties. Soif you have anythingatallyouwould liketosee
included let us know by emailing rydalnews@gmail.com, or alternatively
dropping a note into the letterbox at 'Silver Birches', 24 Bathurst Street.
Fiona Maine and Noel Cargill

FROM THE EDITOR

It Had To Happen Eventually

Last issue we reported that the New South Wales Government had
formally abandoned the Blackheath - Hartley tunnel in favour of tweaking a
few traffic light sequences and putting in some bike paths. Ironically only a
few weeks later Victoria Pass was closed indefinately due to the failure of the
convict-built Mitchell causeway. Initially the Government suggested that it
would be closed for three months, but we all know it's going to take at least
that long just to figure out what to do about it let alone start doing it. And
there's still no hint of what a long term solution might be.

Inevitably, an accident eventually occurred at the bottom of Scenic Hill
that created a traffic jam on Chifley road, Mort and Main Streets the likes of
which Lithgow has never seen. And no doubt it won't be the first.......

The Government has put on extra trains between Bathurst and Liithgow
during the day, but unfortunately the connections at Lithgow are rubbish
with long waits.

Throw in sky rocketing fuel prices and I'm starting to think we all should
just hibernate in the shed for the winter.
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Vale Maisie Scott OAM
21-5-1929 - 7-3-2026

It is with sadness that we report the passing of Mrs. Maisie Scott OAM
in March. She had attended and volunteered at the Rydal Show for some
seventy years and was a life member of the Show society and Patron of the
show.

Maisie's first date with her late husband of fifty years, Mac, was at the
RydalShow. For manyyears she was the chief stewardinthe Cooking Section
of the show and also ran the kiosk at the annual Gymkhana. She was also
active in many community groups in Lithgow and bathurst.

Her son Leigh is today the chief steward of the Cattle Section, while her
granddaughter Kirilee is the chief steward of the Cooking Section as well as
the Show Safety Officer.

She was aninspirational role model to many in the Show Society and the
wider community. Our condolences to her family and friends.

Photo from Rydal Show facebook
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NEWS

Another Successful Rydal Show

The Rydal A.H.&P. Society put on another successful and well
organized Show (the 103rd) on February 7th. Luckily the rain held off
until almost the end of the day. The Rydal News again succeeded in the
decorated cake section but failed to guess the correct weight of the bull,
and our dozen eggs weren't up to scratch either. We also must
congratulate Marie Statham for finally triumphing in the pollies scones
section. All in all a very enjoyable day with some fantastic exhibits.

This years Show also saw life-membership of the Society awarded
to Ray Hadley, Col Hunter, and Rose and Jeff Demanuele, all worthy
recipients.

CTLX Sales at Carcoar
The next
Prime Cattle sales are conducted General Meeting
every Tuesday at 8:30am. Curfew is of the

Monday at 9:00pm. . L
Rydal Village Association
Prime Lamb and Sheep sales are

conducted every Wednesday at 9:00am. will be held at the Union
All stock should be delivered before Church
8:00am on sale day. Sunday May 3rd 2026
To bid online register 24 hours before
sale starts

rlx.com.au
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Rydal's Public Toilet Saga Continues

Lithgow Council has advised that they have been refused consent to
install the Exeloo toilet at their preferred location in Greg Featherstone
Park. They have proposed two new possible sites. The first is near the
railway brake van, but this may prove problematic due to proximity to the
Railway Communications hut located there. The other is near the gazebo
almost opposite Market Street. Both of these sites would need to go
through the full approval process with the Rail Infrastructure Manager
(currently UGL Linx) which is likely to take some time.

Extra Daytime Trains

Inresponse to the closure of Victoria Pass, Transport for NSW has put
on two additional daytime shuttle services between Bathurst and
Lithgow. Initially an additional train set was sourced from elsewhere and
the Bathurst Bullet service to Sydney was maintained, but this
arrangement was only temporary. The additional train is now provided
by keeping one of the Bullets at Lithgow to run the shuttles, so there is
now only one Bullet to Sydney in the morning (the 8:30 from Rydal).
Additionally there is no 3pm departure from Sydney back to Rydal. The
extra trains connect with electric services to Sydney at Lithgow but there
isoftenalongwait. The full timetable - with electric connections-isin this
issue.

Showground To Get Starlink

The Rydal Showground is to be provided with Internet access using
Starlink. The installation should be ready for next years Show and is being
sponsored by Energy Australia. The Show Ground Trust gratefully thanks
Energy Australia for their support in providing this much needed
infrastructure.

Repairs to Sodwalls Road Railway Bridge

In late February, UGL Linx repaired and repainted the steelwork on
one of the two bridges over the railway on the Sodwalls Road.
Unfortunately they didn't touch the one that actually needs serious
repair having been damaged by a heavy vehicle quite a few years ago
now.
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Trivia At The Rydal Pub For The Union Church

The Rydal Pub will host a Trivia Night on Saturday 9th May 6:30pm for
the benefit of the Rydal Union Church. Come along for a great night out. Pub
meals will be available and there are cash prizes. $10 per person entry with
all proceeds going to the Union Church. Contact Leann on 0499 099 970 for

more info.

Biggest Morning Tea

This years Biggest Morning Tea will be held at the Rydal Showground on
Tuesday 12th May from 10am. Always a sociable morning and a great
opportunity to catch up with neighbours. Lucky door prizes, raffles and
delicious food. All proceeds to the Cancer Council. Everyone welcome.

«e\‘ ALEX 4 s
e _
T _ S
EST rollGias 1914

Mon & Tues 4pm - 8pm
(lunch available with booking)

Wed 12pm - 8pm
Thurs - Sat 12pm - midnight
Sun 12pm - 10pm
KITCHEN HOURS:

Midday to 8pm except Sunday
12pm -2pm

02 6355 6388

-y

STOCK
sAHEAD

Remember

Stock have right of way!




8 April - May 2026

Now Available

Brief History of Railway
Signalling and Safeworking at
Rydal

Available as an electronic PDF

Email the Rydal News for a copy

rydalnews@gmail.com

Tarana Market Dates 2026 ANCAC Day
Sunday 26th April Ceremony
Sunday 24th May WW1 Memorial

Rydal Railway Station
2:30pm

ANZAC DAY

2026

RovaL AusTRAUAN Navy

LesT We FORGET

Arm . AIRFORCE ¢+ NAVY




Working  bee  crew
enjoying lunch at the pub
with owners Hollie and
Richard, and (right) the
result of some of their
hard work.

Photos: Leann McLaren




Some results from the Ring - Rydal 2026 Show
Erin's Quality Outdoor Power Centre prize for child rider under 12:
Oliver Galloway Smith
Erin's Quality Outdoor Power Centre prize for child rider 12 - 17:
Marni Thompson
Karingal Farm prize supreme hunter - $1,000:
Emma Adams
Karingal Farm prize supreme hack - $1,000:
Sophia Redenbach
Springmead Stud Farm prize for supreme rider:
Georgia Currall
On Track Earthmoving led ASH:
Champion - Michelle Banning, Reserve - Robert Banning
On Track Earthmoving ridden ASH:
Champion - Michelle Banning, Reserve - Sharleen Flanagan
On Track Earthmoving working ASH:

Champion - Michelle Banning, Reserve - Macy Brown

Allan and Joan Radburn Memorial prize for rider over 17 gaining most

points:

Georgia Curral

Alex Young buckle for fastest barrel time:

Sophie Hadley 17.89 seconds

Wendy Waters prize for junior sporting point score:

Mervyn Hughes




Young Woman Ambassador Entrants with Jaime Balzke

Rose and Jeff Demanuele recieve life membership
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Anzac Day Ceremony

This year's ANZAC Day Ceremony will be held at the World War 1 Memorial
in the Railway Station courtyard at 2:30pm. The annual address will be given
by Ella Livingstone, 2026 Rydal Young Woman Ambassador.

Tennis News from Sodwalls Community Club

Tennis is every Saturday from 2:30pm in the summer and 1:30pm post
daylight savings, weather permitting. We play all year round except on public
holidays and local community events (for example Rydal Show day). New
Members are always welcome. $15 for single players, $2 per session to cover
ball costs. Please phone or text Rouan on 0410 578 294 for more details. The
tennis courts are also available to hire privately. We hope to see you there.

Lake Lyell Pumped Hydro EIS

The Lake Lyell Pumped Hydro project Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS)is now on public exhibition from 31st March to 28th April 2026. Members
of the public are able to make a submission to the NSW Department of
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure if they wish to do so. To view the EIS and
make a submission visit the NSW Government Planning Portal at:
planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/lake-lyell-pumped-
hydro-energy-storage.

Jonathon Edgecombe Resigns

The resignation effective April 24th 2026 of Lithgow Council's Director of
Infrastructure and Planning, Jonathon Edgecombe, was announced at
Council's March meeting. Council is currently recruiting an external
temporary director while permanent recruitment progresses. The transition
is not expected to affect any of Council's current projects. Mr. Edgecombe has
held the position for seven years.
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Sodwalls Recreational Tennis
Club

Saturdays 1:30pm and 2:30pm in
summer daylight savings time

(weather permitting) Rydal Bush Fire Brigade always
) needs new members!
Fees Single 515

Ball Fees S2

Rydal B.F.B. Needs You!

Contact:

. ) . Jim Hardie 0408 740 550
Courts also available for private hire

or

) ) R.F.S. 1300 258 737
For more information:

. www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
Rouan McGuire

0410 578 294

New members always welcome

Stay at Rydal Station Masters
Cottage

Self-catering short stay accomodation
in the beautifully restored, cosy
Station Masters' Cottage at Rydal
Railway Station in the centre of Rydal
Village.

Close to Lake Lyell and other local
attractions

Contact Leann 0499 099 970
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What Bird Is That?

Central Tablelands Land Services are hosting a free hands-on intro to
identifying Central Tablelands woodland birds. The session is perfect for
beginners or keentoboosttheirconfidenceinspotting local species. After the
indoor session there will be an afternoon field trip to observe local birds in
their natural habitat. Tea, coffee and light snacks provided. 17th April at the
Vale of Clwydd Community Hall in Lithgow, or 16th April at Bathurst TAFE. For
more information and to register, visit the Humanitix website.

Advice for New Acreage Owners

The NSW Government Regional and Primary Industries website has loads
of information for those who are new to acreage or who want to update their
knowledge. There is a 'before you buy' checklist, info on bio-security, tips for
new rural property owners, a guide to farm safety and advice for absentee
owners. Find it at nsw.gov.au > regional and primary industries > farm
management.

Free Baits For Pest Control

Central Tablelands Land Services are offering free baits for the control of
pest animals to protect livestock and native wildlife from 1 April to 30 June
2026.

Landholders must be accredited and the appropriate training is available
free of charge online through the LLS website.

Accredited landholders will have access to a range of free baits including
1080 meatbaits, chicken wings, baited grain, 50 DOGGONE, and one farm
pack of FOXOFF per landholder, as well as baited carrots for rabbit control.

Pest animals don't recognise property boundaries so the most effective
results come when land holders work together, so landholders who haven't
previously taken partin coordinated baiting are especially encouraged to get
involved.

For more information or to arrange collection of baits contact you local
bio-security officer on 1300 795 299.
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TRIVIA
at
The Rydal Pub
Saturday 9th May
6:30pm

Come along for a great night out,
pub meals will be available, cash
prizes!

$10 p.p.
All Proceeds to The Union Church
More info:

Leann 0499 09970

RYDALS

BIGGEST MORNING TEA
Tuesday 12th May
From 10am
Rydal Showground

Door prizes, raffles, great food
and good company.

All proceeds go to Cancer
Research.

Question About Two Local Roads

A reader has asked for information about the origins of two local
roads.

Norman Lee Road, Hampton, and
Anarel Road, Sodwalls

Also any information about the property 'Cribbage Island' at
Meadow Flat

Email rydalnews@gmail.com if you know.




www.8ftclasseswithanni
W annieherron@bigp
A v

Art Classes At Rydal
All Standards Welcome.
Class runs Term Time

Wednesdays 10 - 3

Enquiries: 0411 639 200
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TINGT FENCING
======|

FOR ALL YOUR FENCING NEEDS

General services, trenching, rotary
hoeing, post hole drilling,small
excavation work.

Call
Linsey Featherstone
0401 958 916
for a free quote

linseydingo@gmail.com

Trackwork April - May 2026

Sat 18 & Sun 19 Apr: Trains to Penrith only, change for buses.

Sun 26 Apr: Trains to Blacktown only, change for buses.

Mon 11 May to Thurs 14 May NIGHT ONLY: Buses between Lithgow &

Penrith. Bullets and XPT not affected.

Mon 25 May to Fri 29 May: Buses between Lithgow and Mt. Victoria.
Bullets and XPT run through to altered times.

Sat 30 May & Sun 31 May: No trains - all services replaced by buses.

Mon 1 Jun to Fri 5 Jun: Buses between Lithgow and Mt. Victoria, Bullets

and XPT run through to altered times..
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Transport Information

Weekdays
Bathurst to Sydney: Italics indicate Electric train connections at Lithgow
Opal Opal Opal Opal Opal XPT Opal Opal
Bathurst | 5:42a | 7:40a 8:57a 11:45 4:03p | 5:10p | 7:44p | 10:12p
Tarana 6:13a | 8:12a 9:29a 12:17p | 4:35p | 5:42p | 8:16p | 10:43p
Rydal 6:30a | 8:28a 9:45a 12:33p | 4:51p | 6:00p | 8:40p | 11:00p
Lithgow | 6:49a 10:04a | 12:52p | 5:10p 8:59p | 11:19p
Lithgow | 6:54a | 8:47a 10:24a | 1:02p | 5:24p | 6:24p | 9:24p
Sydney 9:47a | 11:20a | 1:17p 3:47p 8:17p | 8:50p | 0:17a

Sydney to Bathurst: /talics indicate Electric train connections at Lithgow

Opal Opal Opal XPT Opal Opal Opal Opal
Sydney 0:11a 4:23a | 7:19a 7:25a | 11:09a | 3:09p | 5:43p
Lithgow | 3:08a 7:13a 10:16a | 1:59p | 5:59p
Lithgow | 3:38a | 5:36a | 7:29a | 9:47a 10:31a | 2:20p 6:19p | 8:13p
Rydal 3:57a | 5:55a | 7:48a | 10:05a | 10:50a | 2:40p | 6:41p | 8:33p
Tarana 4:13a | 6:11a | 8:04a | 10:23a | 11:06a | 2:56p 6:57p | 8:50p
Bathurst | 4:46a | 6:44a | 8:37a | 10:56a | 11:39a | 3:29p 7:29p | 9:22p
Weekends
Bathurst to Sydney: Italics indicate Electric train connections at Lithgow
Opal Opal Opal Opal Opal XPT Opal Opal
Bathurst | 6:07a 7:40a 8:59a 12:14p | 4:06p 5:12p 7:25p 10:17p
Tarana 6:38a 8:12a 9:31a 12:46p | 4:38p 5:44p 7:57p 10:49p
Rydal 6:55a 8:28a 9:47a 1:02p 4:54p 6:02p 8:13p 11:05p
Lithgow | 7:14a 10:06a | 1:21p 5:13p 8:32p 11:24p
Lithgow | 7:46a 8:47a 10:46a | 1:46p 5:46p 6:28p 10:17p
Sydney 10:42a | 11:18a | 12:43p | 4:43p 8:43p 8:54p 1:12a

Sydney to Bathurst: Italics indicate Electric train connections at Lithgow

Opal Opal Opal XPT Opal Opal Opal Opal
Sydney 0:24a 4:24a | 7:19a 7:24a | 11:24a | 2:24p | 5:51p
Lithgow | 3:15a 7:16a 10:16a | 2:21p | 5:16p
Lithgow | 4:36a | 5:19a | 7:33a | 9:49a 10:48a | 2:49p 6:01p | 8:26p
Rydal 4:55a | 5:38a | 7:52a | 10:07a | 11:08a | 3:08p | 6:24p | 8:45p
Tarana 5:11a | 5:54a | 8:08a | 10:25a | 11:24a | 3:24p 6:37p | 9:01p
Bathurst | 5:44a | 6:27a | 8:41a | 10:58a | 11:54a | 3:54p 7:11p | 9:34p

Electric trains to Sydney depart
Lithgow as follows (all stations
to Penrith unless otherwise
shown):

Weekdays: 2:54a, 3:54a, 4:47a
(fast, The Fish), 5:17a (fast), 5:47
(fast), 7:24a, 9:24a, 10:24a,
11:24, 12:24a, 1:02p (fast),
1:24p, 2:24p, 3:24p, 5:24p,
7:24p, 9:24p

Weekends: 3:46a, 5:46a, 6:46a,
7:46a, 9:46a, 10:46a, 11:46a3,
12:46p, 1:46p, 2:46p, 3:46p,
4:46p, 5:46p 7:46p, 10:17p

The XPT (WT27/WT28) runs between Sydney and Dubbo and requires booking. Bathurst
Bullets are Opal fares and stop at Mt. Victoria, Katoomba, Springwood, Penrith, Westmead,
and Parramatta between Lithgow and Sydney.

Other Information:

Train running information can be found at transportnsw.info but the site can be difficult to
navigate and is not always up-to-date. A better source of info are the dedicated transport
apps such as Tripview or Next There, which provide comprehensive info including real-time
running updates.

Atrackwork poster detailing next weeks trackwork on all lines is posted each Monday at the
station.
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Real Estate Listings in Rydal
There are currently no listings in Rydal, but there are a few listings nearby.

"Brindabella", 44.67 Ha with shed fitted out with 3 bedroom accomodation at
191 Jerrys Meadow Rd, Sodwalls. Listed through Hartley Realty and Lifestyle
at $1.3m.

Staying in Sodwalls is "Blink Bonnie" at 976 Sodwalls Rd, 749 acres in 20
paddocks and DA approved for subdivision. $5.1m through Bowyer &
Livermore.

At Mt. Lambie there is 3,369 sq. m (about three quarters of an acre) of land at
Lot 33 Great Western Highway, zoned RU1 Primary Production. It's priced at
$195,000 through Hartley Realty and Lifestyle.

Community Information

Rydal AH & P (Show) Society Rydal Village Association Inc.

President: Daniel Morton
www.Rydal.com.au

secretary@rydal.com.au

Secretary: Sarah Martin President: Fiona Maine 0459 168 696
rydalshow@gmail.com

Vice Presidents: Emma Ryan, Sean Jenkins

Vice President: Leann McLaren
Treasurer: Eleanor Black .
Secretary: Noel Cargill

Membership: Adults $10, Family $20]|Treasurer: Noel Cargill 0420 413 934
Pensioners $5. This includes entry to the| pyplic Officer: Helen Black
Show. The Show is held first Friday and

Publicity Officer: Rosie Wynter
Saturday of February. Y y

Rvdal Sh dT Membership open to all local residents,
' g ) .
al Showground Trust single S5 or family $10. BSB 062 566, Acc

President: Scott Hadley 1012 1298, please state name and
Secretary: Sarah Martin 'membership' as reference.

Treasurer: Emma Ryan

To hire the Showground and facilities call
Colin Hunter 0474 957 864
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Community Notice Board

To place a notice in this section please
email rydalnews @gmail.com

Rydal Catholic Church (St. Matthews)

Parish Priest: pp.lithgow@cdob.org.au
6351 3092

Bookings for weddings, baptisms and
funerals are made through the Parish
Priest.

Mt. Lambie Presbyterian Church
75 Thorpes Pinch Rd, Mt. Lambie

Contact 6351 2482 or 0473 486 494

Services held every 5th Sunday of the
month at 2pm. Visitors welcome.

Next service 31st May 2026.

Rydal Union Church Inc.
President: David Black

Secretary: Leann McLaren 0499 099970

Membership $1. All welcome to all events.
The church is used for Ecumenical services,
concerts, and community meetings. More
information from Leann McLaren.

Local Members

State Member (Bathurst):

Paul Toole (Nationals) 02 6332 1300
bathurst@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Federal Member (Calare)
Andrew Gee (Independant) 02 6331 0524
andrew.gee.mp@aph.gov.au

Rydal Bush Fire Brigade
Captain: Jim Hardie 0408 740 550

Senior Deputy Captain: Scott Risby

Deputy Captains: Daniel Morton, Sean
Jenkins

President: Linsey Featherstone
Secretary: Kaye Jenkins 6359 3221
Treasurer: Margaret Morton 6355 6206

Fire permits are needed several days in

advance and must be received before lighting

fires. Permits can be obtained from the NSW
RFS District Office on 1300 258 737.

Call Jim Hardie for safety information or
instructions on 0408 740 550

Tennis at Sodwalls
Presidents: David Hancock
Treasurer: Rouan McGuire
Secretary: Sharon Rushworth
Court Captain: Kaye Jenkins

Tennis Saturday afternoons at 2:30pm in
Summer, 1:30pm post daylight savings.

Contact: Rouan 0410 578 294
Tarana Markets

4th Sunday of the month (except Dec.)
9am - 1pm

Yellow Bin Days (Rydal)
For April - May

Monday nights 14, 28 April; 12, 26 May.
(for collection on the Tuesday).

The Rydal News is published by Fiona Maine and Noel Cargill on behalf of the Rydal Village
Association (RVA). Views expressed are not necessarily those of the RVA. Responsibility for
original contentis taken by Fiona Maine and Noel Cargill. Original material is copyright 2026.

If you would like to receive an electronic copy (PDF) of the Rydal News, please email
rydalnews@gmail.com




