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2021	
Rydal	is	named	after	Rydal	
England	once	the	home	of	
William	Wordsworth	the	Poet	
Laureate	of	the	day.	He	wrote	
the	famous	poem	about	
Daffodils	

When	all	at	once	I	saw	a	crowd,	
a	host	of	golden	
daffodils…..fluttering	and	
dancing	in	the	breeze.	

Rydal	NSW	is	the	home	of	
thousands	of	daffodils	

.$10	entry	tickets	and	programs	
available	from	the	Rydal	
Showground.		This	gives	
admission	to	all	the	gardens,	
music,	heritage	buildings,	
sculpture	exhibition	and	art	
show.	The	program	will	have	a	
list	of	addresses	of	gardens	and	
times	and	places	of	music.	We	

have	no	eftpos	so	cash	is	
preferred.	There	is	ample	free	
parking	at	the	Rydal	
showground.		
	A	free	hop-on,	hop-off	bus	will	
take	you	around	all	the	village	
gardens.	

FOOD	available	all	day	
including	tea,	coffee,	cakes	and	
slices.	There	are	no	shops	in	
Rydal,	There	are	many	picnic	
spots	in	the	village	especially	in	
Pioneers	Park	

	

TRANSPORT	Drive	to	Rydal,	get	
the	train	to	Rydal,	book	with	
NSW	Train		link	or	take	the	
caravan	to	Rydal	which	must	be	
prebooked	with	Colin	0474	
957864	or	
colin_hunter@bigpond.net.au	

	

For	more	information	about	
Rydal	visit	our	web	site	

www.rydal.com.au.	Email:	
rydaldaffs@gmail.	Com	

Visit	Facebook	Daffodils	at		
Rydal.	Phone	Lindsay	63593237	

	

Daffodils at Rydal
10/11 September

17/18 September 2022

Gardens Opened 10am to 4pm

Rydal is named after Rydal England once 
the home of William Wordsworth the Poet 
Laureate of the day. He wrote the famous 
poem about Daffodils.

When all at once I saw a crowd, 
a host of golden daffodils...fluttering 

and dancing in the breeze.

Rydal NSW is the home of thousands of 
daffodils. $10 entry tickets and programs 
available from the Rydal Showground. 
Children under 16 free. This gives admission 
to all the gardens, music, heritage buildings, 
sculpture exhibition and art show. The 
program will have a list of addresses of 
gardens and times and places of music.



Cash only. No signal for eftpos. There is ample 
free parking at the Rydal showground. A free 
hop-on, hop-off bus will take you around all 
the village gardens.

FOOD available all day including tea, coffee, 
cakes and slices. There are no shops in Rydal. 
There are many picnic spots in the village 
especially in Pioneers Park.

TRANSPORT Drive to Rydal, get the train to 
Rydal, book with NSW Train link or take the 
caravan to Rydal which must be prebooked 
with Colin 0474 957 864 or 
colin_hunter@bigpond.com 

For more information about Rydal 
visit our website

www.rydal.com.au 
Email: rydaldaffs@gmail.com

Visit Facebook Daffodils at Rydal 
Phone Lindsay 6359 3237

Holly 0467 062 701

Rydal: its history and places 
of interest
When Major Mitchell the Surveyor General of NSW 
passed this way in 1832 he thought that where he crossed 
at Solitary Creek would be a good site for a village and 
the area was known by this name for a time. However, 
when a plan was laid before Governor Sir George Gipps 
on 31 May 1843, he decided that the village should be 
called Rydal. The English village of Rydal at the time was 
the home of the Poet Laureate William Wordsworth best 
known for his poem “The Daffodils”.
Mitchell’s road was built between 1832 and 1837; the 
section through Rydal was the main road to Bathurst 
until 1929. The construction of the western train line 
made Rydal a very busy place. The heritage listed train 
station was constructed in 1869 and the line opened 
as far as Rydal in 1 July 1870 and that was the end of 
the line for the next six years. During that period Rydal 
had 8 inns, 5 stores and 5 blacksmiths. In 1876 the line 
was extended to Bathurst and the busy days of Rydal 
were over.
Rydal Railway Station – The station is listed on the 
National Heritage Estate. While many railway stations are 
similar in design, Rydal is unique. It is believed to be the 
personal design of John Whitton who was the Engineer 
in Chief of NSW Railways at the time. The main part 
of the building was the Stationmaster’s Residence. On 
the platform are the Stationmaster’s Offi ce, the Waiting 
Room) (now Rydal Library) the Ladies Waiting Room (today 
the Ladies Rest Room) and the Signal Box. It has been 
an unattended Station since 1984 but the XPT to Dubbo 
passes through Rydal each day and still stops here when 
required.

Former Police Station – Built 1868. The timber 
building at the rear was the offi ce. The brick house was 
the policeman’s residence. The last policeman was William 
Harmer. There has been no police presence here since 1942. 
The house was restored as a private residence in 2006. 
Rydal Mount – This was the school for Rydal and is now 
operated as a group retreat. The main building was built in 
1869. The school was closed in 1982. It is recorded that at 
one time 99 children were enrolled. Rydal Mount is named 
after William Wordsworth’s home in Rydal, England.

The Union Church – The Union Church was built in 
1899 for use by the Anglican, Presbyterian and Methodist 
congregations. The timber church is typical of the late 19th 
Century Carpenter’s Gothic Style where fancy bargeboards 
and fi nials are the only decoration on an otherwise very 
simple and plain building. A few ecumenical services are 
held each year. It is also used for concerts, displays and 
community meetings.
Greg Featherstone Park – This park was commenced 
in 2000 as a community project complete with picnic 
facilities. It is named after the last and longest serving 
Station Master of Rydal.
The Gazebo and Shelter Shed – located in the Greg 
Featherstone Park, were construction in 2005 by resident 
volunteers under the leadership of local farmer Colin 
Hunter and both won a Lithgow City Council heritage 
award. They are often used for village social gatherings. 

The shelter shed is designed to match the portico of the 
Railway Station and is used for many community events.
Pioneers Park – This is a new community joint venture 
with Delta Electricity and as funds become available 
further developments are planned. There has been 
extensive planting of native trees and shrubs, together 
with provisions for picnic tables and seating. 
The Showground – The fi rst Rydal show was held in 
1921. The show is held on the fi rst Saturday in February. 
St Matthews Church – was designed by the well-known 
Bathurst architect Edward Gell and dates from 1869. It 
is built from local stone in a modifi ed Gothic style with 
narrow lancet windows. New windows were installed 
in 2007.
The Alexander Hotel – The exact date of construction 
is uncertain but 1914 photos of Rydal show the Alexander 
Hotel.  There were eight earlier hotels in the village. 
Chapel House – The property, which is located about 
a kilometre from the centre of the village, has had 
several lives. The earliest building was once known as 
The Queen Victoria Inn.  Chapel House was built for 
the Franciscan brothers when the property became a 
seminary for the order in 1920 before closing down in 
1925. The celebrated artist John Olsen lived here for a 
time. Today, Chapel House is particularly known for its 
magnifi cent 9-acre garden.  
War Memorials – There are two war memorials, one for 
the First World War at the Railway Station, and one at the 
Showground for the Second World War. The Union Church 
and Rydal Mount also have honour boards for those who 
served in the wars.
The Cemetery – The cemetery contains memorials 
dating from 1869 and is still in use. The grounds are 
fenced and well maintained. Digital images and notes 
of every visible inscription are available on our website – 
www.rydal.com.au.

Rydal Facts
150kms from Sydney, approximately two and half hours by car.
XPT arrives daily from Sydney at 9.52am and departs for Sydney 
at 6.07 pm. It must be prebooked to stop at Rydal.
Country Link reservations: 132 232.
There is a school bus to Lithgow.
Altitude: 1100 metres above sea level.
Weather: Rydal experiences the four seasons, though the high 
altitude often reduces the summer heat. Winter can bring snow.
The village of Rydal is located 15 minutes from Lithgow and 40 
minutes east of Bathurst. It is set in a lovely little valley with 
rural, farmland countryside.
Rydal Village has a population of about eighty – more people 
live on surrounding farm properties. There is a hotel and two 
churches but no shops. The nearest shops are at Wallerawang 
about ten minutes drive away. 

www.rydal.com.au
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Places to Stay
Nestled on the western ramparts of 
the Blue Mountains, Rydal has unique 
accommodation to indulge couples, 
families and groups.
The Alexander Hotel  – Light meals and 
accommodation available.
Bathurst St, Rydal, NSW 2790  
Tel (02) 6355 6208
Station Masters’ Residence, Rydal 
Railway Station  – The residence is ideal 
for one or two couples or a small family. 
A wonderful train experience.
Tel (02) 6355 6368
www.rydalmount.com.au
Email - rydalmount@bigpond.com.au
Rydal Cottage  – Rydal Cottage is the 
perfect couples retreat and has recently 
been totally renovated and tastefully 
restored into a cosy country hideaway. 
Tel 0403 030 399
www.stayz.com.au/14251
Email - carolderlyons@optusnet.com.au

The Owl Pen  – Self contained 2 bedroom 
cottage, the cottage sits in the grounds of 
Chapel House, and is surrounded by a nine 
acre English style garden. 
Market Street, Rydal
Tel (02) 6355 6202 or 0416 165 696
Email - info@chapelhouse.com.au

Bed & Breakfast Accommodation
Rose Cottage – Rose Cottage is the oldest 
remaining cottage in Rydal c1860, and has 
been lovingly restored. 
8 Cartwright Street, Rydal
Tel (02) 6355 6366
www.rosecottagerydal.com
Email - rosieawynter@hotmail.com

Self Contained Group Accommodation
Rydal Mount Conference Centre – 
A private group retreat for up to twenty 
people, set on three acres, in the village. 
It is regularly used by groups of patchwork 
and quilters, artists,extended families and 
groups of friends.
Tel (02) 6355 6368
www.rydalmount.com.au
Email - rydalmount@bigpond.com.au

Kookawood – Unique self contained 
farmhouse with fantastic views of the Blue 
Mountains. Private and peaceful set on 200 acres 
of bushland. Modern conveniences / huge open 
log fi replace. Located 10-15 mins from both Rydal 
and Lithgow town. Romantic retreat for 2 or 
relaxing getaway for group of 6.
Tel 0418 105 543
www.secretgarden-cottage.com.au/
kookawood

Luxury Suites
Eagle View Escape – Escape with 
someone special to our luxury suites with 
panoramic lake views or our cabins nestled 
in bushland. Sandalls Drive, Lake Lyell 
Rydal
Tel (02) 6355 6311
F: (02) 6355 6246
www.eagleview.com.au
Email - enquiries@eagleview.com.au
Seclusions – The Perfect romantic retreat 
and honeymoon Hideaway. 
Martins Road, Rydal
Tel (02) 6355 6300
www.seclusions.com.au
Email - bennetts112@ozemail.com.au

Caravan & Camping
Rydal Show Ground – The Rydal Show 
Ground Hall is available for self catered 
functions
The Show Ground is a designated camping 
site for the Bicentennial National Trail
Contact Brett
Tel (02) 63 6355 6305
Lake Lyell Recreation Area – Lake Lyell 
is a popular venue for camping, picnics and 
a variety of watersports. Facilities include a 
kiosk, showers and toilets
Magpie Hollow Road
Lithgow NSW 2790
Tel (02) 6355 6347
E: lakelyell@optusnet.com.au

About Rydal Activities and Events
Welcome to Rydal, the tiny heritage village, 
set in magnifi cent countryside. 
Rydal remains a quintessential rural village 
with its invigorating climate and  fresh air. 
The tidy village has won awards for its 
contribution to the environment, to 
community events and to Keep Australia 
Beautiful Competitions.
Thousands of daffodils have been planted in
the parks and gardens of Rydal which is named 
after the English village of Rydal, home for 
many  years of the poet William Wordsworth, 
famous for his poem “The Daffodils”. 

Daffodils at Rydal – 2nd and 3rd weekend in September each year. 
The festival celebrates the arrival of spring. Gardens are open from 10am 
to 4pm. An entry fee covers all gardens and events. Refreshments are 
available in the village. Further information is also available at 
www.rydal.com.au
Australia Day – 26th January is celebrated in the village with games and 
contests such as Billy cart races, gumboot throwing and tugs of war. There is 
a fl ag raising ceremony, the national anthem is sung. All are welcome.
Rydal Horticultural and Agricultural Show – Held on the fi rst weekend 
of February at the Rydal Show Ground. Regular exhibitions and events are 
cattle, sheep, and wool. Horses, yard dog trials, wood chopping, show dogs, 
horticulture, crafts and cooking. Website: www.lisp.com.au/~rydalshow
Anzac Day – April 25th: A commemorative service is held at 2.30pm. 
The village has two war memorials, one for the First World War at the 
Rydal Railway Station and one for the Second World War at the Rydal 
Showground. The ceremony rotates each year. 

World Gaia Friendship Sculpture Garden 
– Antony Symons
The garden is normally open form Wednesday to 
Sunday, 10am till 4pm but this should be confi rmed 
in advance to avoid disappointment.
New Street, Rydal NSW 2790
Tel (02) 6355 6297
www.antonysymons.com.au
Email – info@antonysymons.com.au
Art Classes with Annie Herron
Residential fi ve-day art courses at Annie’s beautiful 
farm for beginners and the more advanced. 
Tel (02) 9331 6109
www.artclasseswithannieherron.com.au
Email – ahherrons@optusnet.com.au

Lake Lyell
Lake Lyell is a picturesque recreational lake for 
camping, swimming and fi shing.
Tel (02) 6355 6347 
Email – lakelyell@optusnet.com.au
Marrangaroo National Park (Mt Walker) – 
located near Rydal, at the back of Lake Lyell, tracks 
down to the river provide the opportunity to navigate 
on a variety of 4WD access roads. 
The Bicentennial National Trail – The Australian 
Bicentennial National Trail (BNT) is a 5,330 kilometre 
self-reliant multi-use route through bush, wilderness 
and mountain areas. The Bicentennial Trail passes 
through Rydal.

For nearby attractions contact: 
The Lithgow Tourist Information Centre can give you 
a full list of nearby places of interest. Call at the 
Miners Lamp, Great Western Highway, Lithgow 
or visit: www.tourism.lithgow.com
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